Statement of Trainmman Marquis, with Conductor Turner om train No.ll ex
Nei.on October 28th, 1924. '

, After leaving Nelson I went through the train %o attend to my usual duties;
our first stop was at Taghum and & man and little girl bearded the train there.
The next stop was at Bomningtom and quite a few pecple got off there. The next
stop for passengers was at Brilliant. I was standing at the steps at the forward
ond of day egach and as soom a8 the train stopped a Dmihobor got on with a grip

and left it in the oosch, I do not know jJust where but assumed it was Peter Veregia's

“as the latter was ready teo board the train., The first man spoke te Mr.Veregin as

he got off and Mr,Veregin them boarded the car followed immediately by a lady.

A Doukxhobor msn then followed the lady, having mo hend baggege as far as 1 know,
Nr.Veregin snd the laly were together snd went immedistely to a seat about the
gentre of the car on the merth side, the laly seating hereself by the window and
Hr.Veregin mext the aisle, The man who boarded the train with them was seated
three or four seats back of Mr.Veregin em the same side of the car. I noticed

this man agein at Castlegar where he left the train as I am sure he was not on after
we left that peimt. I was through the coach several times betweem Castlegar and
Farrea but there were mo passengers er anything in partielar te in any way
attzmot my attention out of the ordingry, We stopped at Tumnel and picked up thru
Doukhobors whom I toek to be seetiommen; they loaded two or three bundles into

the baggage osr ani as near a8 I can remember they took a few small bundles inte
the ceach with them, They cecupied a double seat three or four to the rear of
Peter Veregin en the ssme side, We arrived at Farron about 24.355K asnd 4id our
usual work there, aothing cut of the erdinary ocomrring. I did not see anyone

at Farrom except the regulsr employees.

We left Earrem sbout 24,55K and to the best of my knowledge no one get om
the train there snd got off sgain without my kmowledge, though it would be quite
possible for anyome to do this witheut my kmowledge as eur time 1s ocompled plcking
up the cafe car, imspeeting our train and with other dnties.

As the train pulled out ef Farrom I got on the head end of day cesch.

1 olosed vestidtule doors and loocked for retainer om car and noticed it set up and
then went on to the next car, proceeding through day coach and metieing that dl the
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passenigers had settled down for the night and were more or less in sleeping

: attitudes, I passed om through to the sleeping car and went to the rear of it
where 1 found Condueotor Turmer; retainers were up and we watched together fer
the steam to ocome through train, When the steam was adjusted comctﬁ Tarner
started through the traim to head end and I followed immedistely behind him,
He went straight through to the baggage car but 1 stopped at the stesm heat
regulating valves in centre of the car and closed twe of them eff, 1 then went
inte the baggage car, but Just befere emtering I turmed sround snd tosk s leck
at the ventilators to see that they were all properly adjusted, 1 had Just
taken about three steps inside the bdaggage car after closing the deor behind me

~ when there was a fterrific explosien; this would be about 1K, Jjust a few mimtes
after leaving Farron, The baggage oar end door was blown off and some distamce
into body of the baggage car, Conducter Turner, Baggageman Bremnan and myself
immediately rushed te the open end door of the bagzage car, though Bremnan
returned and jumped #ut of baggage car side deer te the ground, Condnotor Turmer
and myself went en into the dsmaged day coach smd founi the entrance to 1t
Plocdked with dedris, We moticed a men and lady to the scuth side of the car as
we entered, We rushed the lasly to the window and then pushed the man out; he
was practically helpless and there was scmeone eutside the window who received
them as we passed them through., Them we looked about under the wreckage and
found g man right close to where the lady was and put him through the window the
same way. I then saw two mem s little further on but all they required was a
1ittle assistance and I understand doth these men were able te preceed to
Vancouver on th:;?mn ¥iN, They were on $he train with me as for as Midway at
least and to the best of my kmowledge they wemt en through, After leaving the
soene of the asocident I met these men in the baggage car and we passed a few
words sbout the occurrence and one of them stated there were two explesions.
1 formed the opimien it was merely the echo he heard, and exchanged no further
remgrks with them,

There was fire in the coach immnediately after the explosien;
1 saw o flash of flame in the coach before we entered it to rescue people,



hwaen we reached the first men and wonan I noticed blue flgme shooting ou¢ fram
underneath the car towards the rear on the south side, Ve fimally got off the
mau-mtﬂnmmnlu--duuquuoe-tlntthtmwm
out of the cary by this time it was burning freely, OConductor Turner them gave
Bremnan mnd I instruations $o cut off the sleeper from the burning day ocach
which we did, pulling 1% down a short distance where we stopped and them went o
the head end of the day coasch, blodked the wheels, cut off the baggage car snd
thea pulled shead sgainssnd stopping so as to be clear of the fire,

After moving the baggage car olear I returned to the burning car
and logked along undermeath 1t to ses if anyone was beneath A% or saything else
that reguired attention and immediately observed the gas tanks were in place smd
intaoce, On my way back I met the sleeping car porter who said his car was om
fire, I picked up a fire extinguisher that was lying on the ground that had
evidently been wsed by somecme working $o put out the fire in the day coach,
1elhﬂ“t.hmtuthm.‘ntﬂlﬂﬂl‘omtﬂﬂﬁnd‘ﬂt&l
extinguishor; this fire was coused by a burning piece of what appeared to be
& man's pantleg. I stayed up on the sleeper roof for a while t¢ protect againss
flying sparks snd them got down snd assisted in caring for the imjured pecple,
carrying them to the sleeping var,

Vhen all the injured were taken care of and had left for Nelson
we procecded west with our trainm, ‘

1 was quite well acquainted with News Agent Fawoess and have
never known him to carry an alamm oclock. I asm more or less familiar with what
hmﬁuﬂﬁhﬂ,éﬂhmmu“mmmtu&umnmy
an alam elock, x;punumtmcuurtmummmm
were ouly two women in the day cosch, and one of them was the Doukhobor MRS
wonan with Veregin, The other was the lady seated with the man at the west end
of the day coashb whom we rescued first,

Nelsm, 30th October, 1928,

tleman asked me where

P Aftor loaving Castlegar there was dovkhobor gexn

P:ts:r Verezin was going, and I sald Grand Forks, and further on 1 n:m:fm:i:;:
thie gentleman again. He asked me if he could have his baggege put 0% &
switoch at xis West Bnd, and I sald he had bettor see Mr. Bremman.
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